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| _ Anða great New Year 
anta Clams got a little : / from all the people who 
help from little Brandon — l bring you Spare Change. 
Bell when be went out 
to sell this paper. 2s $ pp | 
Ken Ruwell and Santa Clans aes ined bin = 


> YOUR VENDOR PAYS UP TO 50¢ PER COPY OF SPARE CHANGE « PLEASE BUY FROM BADGED VENDORS 


Support Spare Change advertisers 


Please favour them in your business decision dealings. 
Thank-you for helping our vendors help themselves. 
Our advertisers help make this project possible. 


Arico Instruments Ltd. 


“Working for better tomorrow” 


9241 - 35 Avenue 
Edmonton, Alberta 


T6E SY1 process control specialists 


Custom Laminating 
Services 


Custom Lamination of All Printed Media 
1.5 ml. 3 mi. 5 mi. 10 mi. Film 
FOAM CORE ° 40” X 60” + PLAQUE MOUNTING 


No Minimum Charge 
+Menus *Membership Children’s Art -Maps - Experts in Dissection 
+Report Covers Cards + Newsprint Lamination & Reconstruction of 
+Flip Charts * Signage + Blueprints Oversize Maps 


Laminating Is Our Business / Our Only Business 


8730-61 avenue _ cat 469-7890 
DEBT-TALK™ 


(The Debt Stress Line) 
423-DEBT 
(3328) 


Edmonton 
Toll-Free 1-800-463-DEBT 
Live Line: Mon-FiQamtoSpm = 
After Hours: Record-A-Message & Callback Service 
Sponsored by: A.C. Waring & Associates Inc 


Trustee in Bankruptcy 
Chartered Accountant, Certified insolvency Practitioner 
* Confidential e Professional + Free Consultation 


Alan W.R. McGee, B.A., B.Comm., CMA 
Certified Management Accountant 


CMA 


Member of the Society 
of Management Accountants 
of Alberta 


9835 - 169 Avenue NW 

Edmonton, Alberta T5X 3A3 
Tel: (403) 476-1255 
Fax: (403) 457-6951 


DAVIS + HENDERSON INTERCHEQUES 
“Best Wishes For the Holiday Season” 


4817 - 89TH STREET, EDMONTON, ALBERTA T6E 5L3 
TEL: (403) 469-7464 OR (403) 469-7568 FAX: (403) 466-1192 


PEACOCK 


PEACOCK INC 
4737-97 Street 
Edmonton, AB. T6E 5W2 


Bus: (403) 438-1122 
Fax: (403) 437-5218 


Laps like sticky slugs gave him away 


Some unlikely parts of the anatomy have been 
helping police in their fight against crime. In 
Holland an increasing number of burglars are 
being identified by their ears, having left 
imprints while listening at doors and windows. 
“Earprinting is as effective as fingerprinting,” 
said one expert, “although considerably more 
waxy.” In Italy, on the other hand, police have 
been greatly assisted by lips, recently arresting 
one bank robber after a witness identified “the 
garlicky pungency of his kissing”. Vincenzo 
Locuratolo, 40, was robbing a bank in Salerno 


Canines calling in th 


Emergency services have suddenly been inun- 
dated with calls from dogs. In east London 
police rushed to the aid of a Staffordshire bull 
terrier after it inadvertently dialed the emer- 
gency number, while playing with the phone. 
“We thought it was someone having a heart 
attack,” explained one officer. In Japan, mean- 
while, four fire engines and 72 police officers 
sped to an apartment blo nlokyoatthe |. 
behest of a dachsturre ! ce" Maurice, 
aged four, had accidentally dialed the emer- 


serene es Fe 
à V 


when he suddenly embraced a female customer. 

“He lifted his mask and kissed me on the 

mouth,” explained Maria Vegas. “His lips were 
massive, like sticky slugs, and smelt of garlic.” 

Three days later Locuratolo was arrested and Ms. 
Vegas was asked to attend an identity parade. “I A 
suspected straight-away it was the same mouth,” 


she said, “but there was only one way to make SPARE 

sure, so I kissed it. When I felt the stickiness and CHANGE 
tasted garlic I knew he was guilty.” Locuratolo is 

now serving four years in prison. “Lips were my DECEMBER 
nemesis,” admitted the canoodling felon. + 1995 


C eMergency Crews 


gency services while his owner was on the toilet. 
“Initially I thought it was an asthmatic,” 
recalled the operator, “but when he growled 
‘Gas!’ I realized the seriousness of the situation.” 
Police immediately cordoned off the whole area 
and evacuated 500 people before breaking into 
the flat where the call originated. “I was sitting 
on the toilet,” explained the dog’s owner, “when 

men burst i 

y lace. Maurice is very naugnty, and won t be 
having any treats.” <% 


n and p an Oxygen m GOR. 


They never did see it his way 


Some amazing impostors have been fooling 
most of the people most of the time. In 
Glasgow, a 32-year-old man passed himself off 
for a year as a 17-year-old at a local school. Still 
more bizarre was the case of Italian Claudio 
Ferro, 42, who for 20 years persuaded fellow 
workers he was blind. Mr. Ferro began his pre- 
tense in 1975 when he applied for a job as a 
switchboard operator. “I thought they'd be more 
sympathetic if I was blind,” he explained. “So I 
went to the interview with a white stick and 


dark glasses.” The ruse worked, for Mr. Ferro 
landed the job, spending the next two decades 
bumping into doors, knocking things off tables 
and accidentally rubbing up against attractive 
women. He was eventually found out when a 
fellow employee spotted him roller-skating 
through the middle of town. “We used to find 
him lurking in the ladies’ toilets,” recalled one 
disgusted secretary. “But we thought ‘Poor man, 


1 e, 


he can’t see the door signs.” <% 


Hitchcock would shudder at the news 


There’s been an alarming rise in the incidence 
of bird-related deaths. In France a motorist was 
killed after he stopped to nurse a goose he had 
hit on the highway. “My lover cried ‘Poor 
goosey!’ and then got run over by a lorry,” said 
his girlfriend. More insidious were events in 
Heidelberg, where a man dressed as a giant 
budgie was killed by a swan while crossing a 
bridge. Werner Strauss was on his way home 
from a trade fair where he had been promoting 
a brand of birdseed when the accident hap- 
pened. “It had started to rain,” recalled 


Mr. Strauss’ companion, who was disguised as a 
canary. “Werner screamed, ‘God I hate being a 
bird!’ Then it fell on him.” ‘It’ was a swan 
which had suffered a heart attack after being hit 
by a freak bolt of lightening whilst flying over- 
head. The unfortunate creature landed directly 
on top of Mr. Strauss, causing him to lose his 
balance and plummet 70 feet over the side of 
the bridge. “I knew something terrible had hap- 
pened as soon as the police asked if my hus- 
band was a household bird,” said the man’s 
devastated wife. + 


Above articles compiled by Paul Sussman in The Big Issue, London England’s street-sold magazine. 


When Sonny Jo arrived in 


Edmonton he stood in the bus 


depot with a single loonie in his 


pocket, and the expectation 


of a job he had moved 


here from Yellowknife for. 


Unfortunately for Sonny the job 


never materialized, and his 


loonie was quickly spent, so he 


found himself broke and alone 


on the streets of a strange city. 


ee M aSa t eron 
= onny managed to keep the follow- 
ing months filled with positive 
thoughts as he panhandled witha — 
group of new-found friends and roamed 
the streets he was becoming far too 
accustomed to. Sonny jumped at the 
opportunity to sell Spare Change in 
April of 1994, shortly after it began 
publishing. He has been a Spare Change 
vendor ever since. 


Sonny Jo left home in Mission City, B.C. 
when he was thirteen years old. He spent time 
working for various logging companies along 
the west coast. Work in these camps took him 
from B.C to California, Oregon and Washing- 
ton. He then moved north to Yellowknife for 
three years before his move to Edmonton. 


Sonny spent his initial months in Edmonton 
panhandling in the downtown streets as part of 
the Sundance gang, otherwise known as the 
Brotherhood. “There was nothing to do. 
Nothing | could do, but just walk around all 
day, bored.” 


SPARE : Sp are 


CHANGE Sena aper ex! 
Chan e the efforts of the people who sell it 
l — TEER anani to you on the street, the vendors. 


While living on the streets, Sonny was 
thankful for the various inner city soup and hot 
dog lines that kept him from starving, as well as 
giving him enough strength to withstand the 
weather that this city often cripples us with. 


“There was one building that left its doors 
open all night, so sometimes we could go up to 
the top of the stairwell and sleep behind some 
boxes. There were even blankets up there. Most 
nights there was no place to go.” 

“That was the way it was.” he says. “There 
was nothing I could do about it, just hang on 
and hope that someday I could make things 
better for myself.” 


For Sonny and his girlfriend Dayle selling 
Spare Change has allowed them to experience 


vast improvements in their lives. 
They now live together, along with 
three teen-age daughters aged four- 
teen to sixteen, in a comfortable 
apartment. Sonny gives Spare 
Change a lot of credit for what it’s 
done for him. Even though he won’t 
get down on his past, he readily 
admits that he'd rather be where he is 
now. “I feel a lot better now. There's 
more meaning with a decent place to 
live and a family to raise.” 

Now with more stability and a 
stronger sense of self security in his 
life, Sonny has been able to focus on 
interests like art. He has been able to 
sell a number of his crafts and native 
theme sketches, Dream Catchers, and 
braid work. 


Perhaps the biggest obstacle he’s 
h ad to deal with was his illiteracy. 


‘ re 
} UT hre months agi sonny 


Was comipietely unable tO read oi 


wW write. Sonny tried for months to get 


~ afew mon ago ie was ab ble to 
enrol in classes at the Learning 
Centre. He now attends classes every 
morning, five days a week, before he 
heads out to sell Spare Change the 
rest of the day. 

Sonny now plans to finish school, and after 
that, will wait to see what presents itself. With 
his personality and his never-ending optimism, 
things can only continue to improve. For what 
he’s been able to accomplish up to now Sonny 
deserves nothing short of a large pat on the 
back, and a wish for continued success, and 
happiness. 

Sonny has been working extremely hard in 
his quest to learn how to read and write, and 
after years of being trapped in the pains of illit- 
eracy, he has penned his first piece of writing, 
in which he tells his own story. <% 


This newsp 


The people who bring 
you Spare Change 


For our veni 


A IN HIS OWN WORDS 


a phone number and left me 
there at 5:00 am in the morn- 
ing. I left a job in yellowknife 
to come here. So I was stand- 
ing outside the bus station 
with my loonie. I am looking 
at the city in shock. Oh Well. 
So I ask a cabdriver were is 
there a hoatle or some place's 
le wuld go for help or some- 
thing to eat homeless me and 
my loonie. The cab guy told 
me were the hostle was (life 
on the dtreet 3 for me). lam 
57 and been on my own sincea 
age of / j; / hac } one ster an } 
no brothers my dad and 

mom I am the last of our 
family. Up and down the 
codat of San Diego to 
Yellowknife. So its off to the 
hostel had my share of odd 
Joba from the casual labor — 
office and words on the 


Between jobs panhandling 


call on the street put ona lot 


Put my time in the lines yup 


the soup lines hotooge lines 
in sun-rain safe the days on 
the bad days sharing story’ 
about events that happen on 
the street that day and other 
day its all we could afford to Š 
share a long with a big bear: 
A friend got me into selling 
spare change papers when 
they first come out have been 
selling off and on for the past 
year and a half so I am now 
going to schi ol at the 
Learning centre which is cool. 
Getting by on family and 
social services and my papers. 
My common law 3 teenagers 
girls, kitten, dogs. v 
DONE BY SONNY 


sts because of 


dors T Change 


Up until 7 got to edmonton augl,95 
three Í didn't know a vole in 
months this fine city of edmonton 
ago, alberta. All I had was one 
Sonny loonte me pocket. I had my 
3, 
couldn’t plans before « oming to 
read or edmonton. My girlfriend and 
write. Í were going to stay with her 
Were ; se eae f 
| d ister and brother-in-law, I 
ease x ' 
P < was going to work with her 
to publish EY ; 
s brother-in-law and we got to 
this story = pare j; 
(De bud dtop here in edmonton 
that he : ei it ; 
“nema ahe phone her sister. Gave me 


SPARE CHANGE VENDOR’ s CODE 
e | will be sober at all times while working 
* | will be polite to all members of the public 

e | will vend my- in areas that are page = 


n to be nde 


meee | Authorized 
Vendor 


is a Job that helps the 


pendent and self- ae Each 


issue we highlight one of our ven- 
dors in Vendor Profile to let you 
know a little bit about the people 
who bring you Spare Change. + 


All Spare Change vendors are required to wear an ID we (contents above) and abide za a code of aa 
If you have any comments about our vendors, phone our distribution manager in your city (see page 7). 


City of Refugee Angels. Why? 
Let me tell you a story from Big 
Bear Country. 

I’m a working class hero sort 
of guy and I have been all my life 
Recently, though, God saw fit 
that I should be ill for about 3 
months or so. While waiting on 
my pokey I had to go on Social 
Assistance. And after paying rent 
and buying some gum, | realized 
that shit, I didn’t have enough 
left to put a down payment on a 
free meal. 


By walking the streets and ask- 


ing the right questions I found 
that a person will never want for 
anything because there are just 
too many people who will go out 
of their way to help another 
who's a tad down on his luck. 
You may have noticed that I said 
people who will help, but what I 
really think happened is that 
there got to be too many angels 
in heaven and God said “Hey, 


Are Angels invading the City? 


i think this should be called the 


this ain't no good. I know, why 
don’t I sent a bunch of the angels 
to Earth?” That’s my theory, any- 
way, because when I was hungry 
people sent me to the angels at 
the Men’s Hostel where they fed 
me and offered me a bed. When 
my apartment was broken into 
and the thievin’ bastard stole 
everything I owned (even my 
dirty socks, for Pete’s sake), I just 
asked the right person at the right 
time, and Wham! I ended up at 
what I consider the main head- 
quarters of this city’s angels. It’s a 
little place called Rainbow 
Harbour. If you can find it they 
will give (not sell, mind you) you 
almost anything you will ever 
need (except Big Bear). All I went 
Over for was a pair of pants and 
maybe a shirt and I ended up 
walking out of there with a box 
full of clothes, toiletries, games, 
books, shoes and pretty things to 
give to ladies and children. And | 
got the warmest howdy and 
good-bye that I’ve ever experi- 


“THE BRICK WILL BEAT ANY COMPETITOR'S ADVERTISED PRICE IN CANADA. 
COMPLETE DETAILS POSTED AT THE BRICK. 


Re 
: : Ate 
enced in my life. The head angel : 
there was Chris and her angel-in- \ \ $ 
training was a real man named j 


Mark. Finer people never walked 
this earth, except, maybe, oh 
about 2,000 years ago. 

And talk about food in this 
city. Just for hot meals alone 
you've got about a dozen places 
offering meals. If you want other 
services like clothes or a person 
who will listen and that sort of 
stuff, there’s almost too many to 
name. There’s the Boyle Street 
Coop for faxes, resumes, phone 
calls, photo-copies, great coffee, 
tax returns, a kind word. But 
don’t try to B.S. the head angel 
there, a wonderful woman named 
Gloria. 

I mean, there’s so many won- 
derful people in this great city. So, 
like I say, I believe we’ve been 
invaded by angels. Deal with it. 

I wish you well. «+ 
BRUCE JAMES GOSSEL 
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ON A HUGE SELECTION OF BRAND 
NAME HOME FURNISHIN 
APPLIANCES 


The 


BRICK 


C- 


A 


Ea 
S1GAVEN. 9655 MACLEOD TRAM S. 
252-7000 


4 


5210 N. RAILWAY ST. 
529-2525 


Insurance Claims? Ask for our Insurance Division at 252-7000 


920 - 2 AVE. "A" N. 
320-2900 


OUT OF TOWN CALL: 1-800-97-BRICK 
1-800-972-7425 


HOTPOINT 


For the long run. 


ELECT 


The 
things 
they 


“It’s three minutes of noise on a little plastic dis 
and it holds your whole life: the first girlfriend 
you had, the first garden shed you blew up. 
It’s all there.” 


- Suggs, former lead singer 
of Madness, on music 


“We are now married to the world, but we keep acting 
as though we were on a first date.” 


- Newt Gingrich, Speaker of the 
US House of Representatives 


“Dad, I don’t need shoes that badly,” 


- Dennis Hopper’s son after the Hollywood star 
explained he only starred in Waterworld 


so he could afford to buy him shoes. 


GS, BEDDING, 
RONICS. 


Ent 2 Next to Golf Course (J 

soto @ For Telephone Sales Orders @) 

© Or Product Information © 
all Us Direct At: 


974917 d 


423-2000 


137 AVE. & 127 ST. 99 ST. & ARGYLL RD. 
“ 


456-5555 43835 J = J 


Insurance Claims? Ask for our Insuran ion at 429-2000 


OUT OF TOWN CALL: 1-800-97-BRICK 
1-800-972-7425 
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Smart, 
company hires 
hewspaper 
vendor 
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“E noticed 
Chuck 
for 
weeks and 
weeks on the 
street selling 
Spare 
Change. 


Rain or shine 


I watched 
him interact 
with other 
people. He 


announce- 
Ẹ ments who 
: can include 
their own 
message as 
well. “It’s a 
public rela- 
for compa- 
re 
pate and 
give back to 
the commu- 
nity,” says 


said “good 3 fomlinson. 
morning” to T ale “Their 
everyone. He A Chuck Pinkney enjoys office work these days. approach 
made the adds credibili- 


effort daily. He was in pain sometimes but he 
would still smile. I had a feeling about Chuck,” 
says Richard Tomlinson, Sales Manager, 
Canadian Network Broadcasting (CNB), Calgary. 
Tomlinson liked his attitude. He gave him 

his business card and invited him to drop 

by for coffee. 

Now Chuck Pinkney has joined a company 
that promotes awareness for humanitarian non- 
profit organizations and community issues. 
“You have no idea how long I'd been there wait- 
ing for someone to give me a chance,” says 
Chuck. At first he was shy about the encourage- 
ment from General Manager Dwain Orr and the 
12-member team. By November, in his seventh 
week of working, Chuck was fast approaching 
the average of the top representative in presen- 
tations for the month. That’s not bad for a guy 
with a work-related back injury from 1991 and 
no related work experience. 


CNB’s clients include Child Find Alberta, 
Block Parent, Kids Help Phone, Ride for Sight 
and the Children’s Miracle Network Telethon. 
With three kids of his own whom he hopes to 
be supporting again soon, Chuck says he can’t 
understand how some companies can turn 
down an opportunity like this. 


CNB finds sponsors for radio public service 


ty to what we're doing,” says Rick Beaudette 
with Alberta Ride for Sight. Child Find’s Eric 
Summerfelt says, “They do a tremendous job for 
us. We get $200,000 worth of radio advertising a 
year. City and small town radio stations give us 
a tremendous boost.” 

“We've been more successful with hiring 
Chuck off the street than we’ve been with peo- 
ple who respond to ads who just want a job,” 
says Tomlinson. “We're successful here because 
our people are emotionally involved in what 
they’re doing. There’s more to coming to work 
than getting a paycheque. They feel good about 
themselves and helping the community.” 

Chuck has a degree in computerized account- 
ing and ran his own truck tire business for nine 
years before the recession. Blaskin & Lane, who 
hired him for counter sales in 1993, highly rec- 
ommended him to CNB. He is still waiting for 
worker's compensation. He sold Spare Change 
after his savings ran out and it gave him back 
his self-esteem and pride, he says. These days his 
confidence has increased by 110 per cent. 
Former Spare Change customers are glad his cir- 
cumstances have improved. He calls Tomlinson 
“Richard” now, because he was threatened with 
being fired if he kept calling him “Sir”, he says, 
and his eyes sparkle. <% 


Computers Needed 
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CALGARY street writers. If you have a work- 
ing computer, with software if 
Calgary Urban Project Society possible, you can donate please 
e Volunteers needed to work with call Spare Change at 423-2285. 
Calgary’s street population. 
Opportunities available for front 
line service delivery and nurses. 
Call 221-8789. 


Turn Fear into Fun — Toastmasters 


e Communication and leadership 
program. Wednesdays, 7:30 pm, 
Heritage Room, City Hall, 
Edmonton. Guests always P 
welcome. Call Tim: 988-8563 
or Hans: 439-8098. 
Narcotics Anonymous 


¢ Donations of work boots are 
especially needed. Call 221-8789. 


Spare Change Calgary 


We need people to write Calgary 

area stories for the newspaper. 

Writers and photographers are 

both needed. We have ideas, we 

need your talent. Call Ed 

Greanya at 221-8790. 421-4429 (24 hours) for more 
information. 


EDMONTON f 


Spare Change 


e Drugs! Have you tried to stop, 
but can’t? Narcotics Anony- 
mous is a group of recovering 
addicts who can help. Call 


The Bissell Centre 


: eee ¢ Spare Change includes this free 
e Bissell Child Care needs large pi bs: 


ji i i fork notice section for good causes. T 
diapers, small spoons and forks, SEND YOUR NOTICES, 30 i. 
construction paper, natural fruit mee s iea a 
a ; ‘ i words or less, to our Calgary 7 
juices. If you can help, please or Edmonton offices by the 8th a 


all 429-4126. ae 
call 4292400 of the month. Space is limited, 


some notices may not be 
e Spare Change needs used IBM published. < 


compatible computers for our 


eemanac 


12815-163 Street 
Edmonton, Alberta 


TSV_1M5 


bo an 


Ne ag ee pttege aay etre 


Ph: 447-1559 


Fax: 447-2515 


Working For A Better Tomorrow 


Pendragon A 
Art Agents Ltd. - 


WAYLAND CLEVELAND 


P.O. BOX 685 
EDMONTON, ALBERTA 
T5J 2K8 


PHONE: (403) 431-1665 = 
FAX: (403) 439-8110 > 


Maybe I can help. 


Chris Axworthy, MP 


S 
505 - 23rd Street East 
Saskatoon 
S7K 4K7 
(306) 975-6555 


Penhale Construction Ltd. 


53537 Range Road 272 
Ardrossan, Alberta TOB OEO 


Sand, Gravel & Site Work 


Richard Penhale 
Res: 998-2884 
Mob: 445-4284 
Pager: 1671-6277 


John Penhale 
Res: 998-4770 
Mob: 498-2402 

Pager: 1671-6321 


Hit be home for Christmas 


3 i T Pate 4 Edon the 
egal ‘ AN 
Services ; j Ais 
Sess 492-2226 | 


hat are 
your 
plans for 
Christmas? I went 
down to the drop-in 
to find out what 


Dougie is a musician, 
who sings and plays gui- 
tar. He smiled a sunny 
smile. “They get me up 
on stage sometimes at 


these dinners.” he SPARE 
pn pe gaia added. 
planning and | dis- = CHANGE 
x > Missi( , 
covered a reluctance Á the Mission I met i 
to even think about Bill. He was temporarily DECEMBER 
at C 
a : á homeless, so had parked 
Christmas. The first hi ; - = 1995 
} g 
man I asked about 2 ae pping car 
Christmas muttered behind the building. His . 
“Commit suicide.” : belongings, in tattered 
( 1 C: 
ind turned away garbage bags, were p 
A L i = G a . . Roi 
Nearne el was na < arranged beside him on y 
INearoy EG was using À Dougie Carlson E a the couch. “There are so 0 
the phone, and as s | ? he was ibaa `: 
+ as he fakes at the Drop-in. twelve. many dinners that it’s impossible to get T 
oon as he in ed a 5 s s i 
the call, he spok N “T like it to them all,” he expl: ined, “I try to go 0 
it Loa , LIC IKE 
up. ‘Last Christmas | shared two Big Denyer down to:as many S$ CAD ; 
-o MAY 4 t ic c - s: 
= € oesn’ re,” he garbage bags round his feet to keep the ° 
Bears with a couple of other people. = z B Y Lt N-D A DUMONT ae ie age nes mA : 
I don’t remember too much about it. : ; bin Mees wage Set ERS ae 
I was too drunk.” He did go to one be able to beat the charge. year I went to the Sacred Heart dinner, running shoes. His shins were bruised N 
i Was t k O I > ` s x - 
Christmas dinner in the inner city, the Dougie Carlson was more optimistic. and the Salvation Army dinner. I hada and scraped from pushing the cart D 
one held at the Sacred Heart Church. He is looking forward to Christmas, but 800d time. On Christmas Day, I went to through the snow. A 
When asked about this Christmas, he is still not sure where he will be going.......@4Qther dinner too. They picked, us up Another man spoke up, “Last D 
| Enf A . PN sa nN schor Oy nt from th Trist mA OTIT T | 1 
LOOKed dep! essed. “ii proba d€ LUC Lit EIS DEIS Put ON DY à k \ ld Ve g l ; 
jail.” he stated, “I’m out tof ii iiaa ous organizations and churches had not Mustard Seed, one from the Bissell, and come off an eight day binge, so I was M 
Center on o.r. (own recognisance), but yet been posted at the drop-in. Dougie One from the hostel, and took us to sick. I went to one dinner but I couldn’t 0 
has lived on some kind of church way out in Mill eat anything.” For this year, he has no N 
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hardware 


Come visit the last of the old time hardware stores 


9562-111 Avenue Edm, AB 


NOWSCO 


Edmonton 


Phone/FAX - 
Toll Free: 1-800-439-7166 


Weste 


Limited 


ANALYTICAL AND CONSULTING CHEMISTS 


Telephone (403) 477 


/ \ An Internationa Company 


Well Service Ltd 


“Working For Our Community” 


n Indust rial Lab oratories 


EDMONTON, ALBERTA 


the strip since 
Boulevard 


Home 
Hardware 


-1038 


Calgary 


Telephones 
(403) 439-7969 
(403) 433-6362 


8109-102 STREET 


T6E 4A4 


Woods. They had everything there, and 
we could take food back with us too.” 


ound Therapy 


¢ Sound Therapy for the Walkman ° 


Cassettes of classical music are recorded by a unique system which 
opens the ear, recharges the brain, harmonizes the nervous system. 


Provides help for HEARING LOSS, TINNITUS (ringing in the ears) 
DYSLEXIA AND OTHER LEARNING DISORDERS, STAMMERING, 
INSOMNIA, STRESS AND FATIGUE. 


Full information is given in the book, 
SOUND THERAPY FOR THE WALKMAN 
by Patricia Joudry, si 
Forward by Yeuhudi Menuhin. 


Book price $16 (includes shipping) from: 


Sound Therapy 
Box 616, Dalmeny, SK 
SOK 1E0 

Tel/Fax: (306) 931-2522 


plans. Christmas is just another day. +% 
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No Scrooges Here 


he kind-heartedness and gen- 

erosity of Canadians leaves 

little doubt: there are NO 
SCROOGES HERE. People selling this 
newspaper on the street tell story after 
story of the generosity of the people 
buying the paper, and it’s a heart- 
warming thing to hear about how 
people are concerned about others. 

The result of all this is success! We are 

selling more than twice as many papers 
each month at the end of 1995 than we 
were at the beginning of the year, nearly 
25,000 copies a month. That means 
crucial money for hundreds of people who 
are right up against it. It also translates 


into a small newspaper that is reaching 
a lot of people. 


This newspaper is telling the stories of 


the people who are selling it, and of people 

like them, people who are doing less well in 

our country. We try to tell it truly, even when it isn’t 
UO i TS -TYS ACT “tT THe 

people tell their stories as directly as possible. This past 

year a lot of these stories have been told and next 

year...we hope even more will be. 
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Double our papers, double our fun 


To make Spare Change better the clear direction to 
take is not to make it bigger, but to make it more fre- 
quent. Building from the success we've had and your 
support, we are moving to twice-monthly publication. 
Up until now we've been monthly; arriving promptly 
on the first of every month. Starting in January the 
next paper will appear at mid-month, just two weeks 
later. If you’ve read it all and done the Crossword 
already, there’ll be a new paper for you. For us that’s 
double the newspaper and, we hope, double the fun. 
There will be more stories about the people, more 
World News, twice as many cartoons. We are excited 
about this development for Spare Change and we are 
counting on support from you, the reader, to make it 
possible. So, welcome in 1996 and watch for Spare 
Change twice as much. + 
KEITH WILEY 
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The futureof Spare Change 


-A Brief Report from Gord Poschwatta 


s most things in this crazy world of the 90s, 

Spare Change is facing some real change in 
1996. For those of you who are interested in knowing 
a bit about this project, about what has happened in 
the last year, and what will happen in the next, this 
article will bring you up to speed. 

The beginning of ‘95 forced us to face some new real- 
ities. Our seed capital for Spare Change had run out, 
and although our sponsoring agencies agreed to back 
us, Our goal was to survive without further funding. 


Our year was a hard one. Expansion into other 
cities was harder than we thought, and printing prices 
kept going up with the increase in paper prices. 

But the vendors sold more papers than we thought 
they would in Edmonton and Calgary, and advertising 
sales increased more rapidly than we had anticipated. 
The net result, however, was still a deficit we had 
hoped to overcome. 


I went into the annual Board meeting with 
my knees shaking. Could this be the end of 
Spare Change? 
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Letters sent to the editor are assumed to be for publication, 
unless otherwise indicated. Spare Change welcomes 
written submissions, particularly those on IBM or Mac 
compatible computer disk, cartoons, photographs or 
artwork. Spare Change cannot accept responsibility 


Helping People Help Themselves 


Not so. The board members from Bissell Centre and 
Edmonton City Centre Church Corporation in 
Edmonton and Calgary Urban Projects Society (CUPS) 
viewed the situation with broad minds and big hearts 
for the people we serve. They not only agreed to carry 
us into the coming year, they encouraged us to move 
to two papers each month starting in January. The 
vendors will pay a bit more for each paper, up to 60 
cents per paper from 50 cents, (some bulk discounts 
will still apply). But the vendors should also benefit 
from having two fresh papers to sell in every month. 


In the age of cutbacks and downsizing this was very 
forward thinking. Seeing the impact this little paper 
has had on the lives of the hundreds of vendors that 
sell it, I believe it is good to take it forward, The people 
working to produce the paper will be inspired to work 
even harder too. We are committed to producing a 


better publication to keep you our readers interested 


even better in the coming year. 


I would like to challenge you, the reader. Support 
our vendors, they are trying hard to improve their 
lives. Support our paper, buy it, pass it on to friends 
who may never have seen it. Consider advertising 
with us, we reach a definite concerned market. Or sup- 
port the paper with a gift. It is not our intention to 
survive on handouts, but we are still becoming estab- 
lished so we can provide an income opportunity for 
people who have little else to hope for. This paper will 
become self-sufficient. You can help us get there. + 


GORD POSCHWATTA 
Gord Poschwatta is the Spare Change project manager. 


Thank you contributors 


Marjorie Bencz + Michael Walters Glasel + C. Watson » 
Allison Kydd « Deanna Douglas * Rocky Mehe 


¢ Linda Dumont ¢ Susan Andrews for the Crossword « 
David Jones and Diane Scott for cartoons 
* Ed Grenyea in Calgary ¢ and Heather Stump in 
Edmonton for all their efforts. <% 


NUMBER 9 


E-MAIL 
ADDRESS: 
sparechg@freenet.edmonton.ab.ca 


for any submission. No part of this newspaper may be 
reproduced in any form without written permission from 
Spare Change. 
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BY KEITH WILEY 


Joyce Porteous. Joyce looks to be in her fifties or sixties, 


“4 e’re dirt, you 
can treat us any 
way you want.” 

“He’s not working. 
He don’t have no rights 


“EXACTLY!!!” There was an angry chorus of agree- 
ment from the group gathering downstairs at the YW. 
A woman with frizzy grey hair is mad and she’s talking 
about it. She reads a poem she’s written about equality, 
respect and how badly some people are treated. Heads 
nod in agreement around the circle. 


~ 
€ 


| 1 


There were some angry people, angry poor people, 


talking about what it’s like to live on $390 a month. bs 
“I spend $50 a month on food, $180 for rent, $46 for a : 
bus pass. It’s hard to feed yourself. I’m sorry but I go to f 
the food bank, I have to.” A tall, strapping fellow talks is 


about his life with social assistance. “I have to budget 
myself for a cup of coffee, the 50 
cents. I can’t afford a newspaper.” 2 
“It’s hard, really hard,” 2 
there’s another chorus from around # 
the table. 
These people are telling the sto- 
ries of hard lives, their lives, to peo- 


ple who have formed the Quality of : T G á 

i ission. “It’s not just sta- = = e & wi | 
tistics, the numbers...but to talk t — 
real people,” Bruce Miller explains F 
to the group. Miller is a United a 
Church minister, and one of nine " { 


Commissioners who are listening to 

people during hearings being held over a two-month 

period.” We want the personal stories of what’s going on 

in your own life, in our city.” The Commission was put s 
together by a group of people concerned about how 

recent cutbacks and changes in policy have affected 

Albertans and their families. “Our job is to find out 

what the impact is,” says Commissioner Sudha Choldin, 

an Edmonton psychologist. 


“My cheque went to $343 a month from $810,” the 
woman who wrote the poem explains. When the 
provincial government cut social assistance, she felt 
it a lot. “I have to rely on the Food Bank quite a bit. 

I thought it was very unfair.” 


“That’s right!” comes another chorus. 


In today’s hearing the participants are students with 
the Learning Centre, a literacy program now housed at 
the Y. When asked to talk about essentials for quality of 
life, education comes close to the top of their list. But 
on the very top of the list: “Enough to eat and a job.” 
“A job.” “A decent job.” 


because, as she says, “For just once in my li 
have a good education.” Joyce says her last 
ing at MacDonalds “until my feet gave out. 
concerned, not so much for herself as for y 
and families. She tells the Commission abo 
concerns, health care and housing. “Some « 
lords, you know, they check your mail box 
of thing. Things shouldn't be like this.” 


“Most people want jobs and really want to work,” says 


and is bright and cheerful. She’s at the Learning Centre 


Concerned individuals form Quali 
examine how cuts are affecting d 


Respect and pride are recurring themes in the 
discussion and it’s evident that this group is very proud 
of the education they are getting at the Learning 
Centre. They are also very clear that you can’t get a 
good job without education. 

George Haineault talks about the minimum wage: 
“Years ago when wages was $1 an hour, a dollar an hour 
and you're making money, not like now. You could buy 
a pack of smokes for 30 cents back then.” The mini- 
mum wage of $5 an hour is far too low says George, and 
others agree. “If you come down to my place now, 
there’s nothing to eat there. Sometimes I look in a cafe 
and see people eating. I’m hungry. I just have to 
swallow it and walk away.” 


When coffee and donuts are brought in at the back 
of the room everyone notices, and everyone gets a cup, 
and a donut too. 

Bus pass prices could be going up soon and the 
people here are very aware of it. They know their bud- 
gets well; each of them recites how their money goes, 
“I pay $330 for rent, I need a bedroom too. That leaves 
me $80 a month for food, the telephone and utilities.” 
One after another they go over the 
facts of very carefully watched 
budgets. Every penny is counted, 
and a jump of $5 in the bus pass 
cost has them worried. Most peo- 
ple here use the bus. It’s how they 


get around 


É 5 k Š “There's a lot of things I want to 
al .- = do with my children, but can’t 
‘ P ee father of four children and an 
= = ; unemployed carpenter. 
> ; “Swimming, skating at the arena, 
iit ton aisle 3 & 


the Space Sciences Centre... I can 

only look at it from the outside.” 
“I can take them to the museum but we’re so tired of 
it, we've been so often,” he explains. They know there 
usually is a ticket price but they are always able to get in 
for free. 

Bruce Miller and the two other Commissioners ask 
some questions and make a few comments but in the 
main they just listen to these people telling their stories. 
This was only one of over 20 meetings with small 
groups and organizations. Early next year the 
Commissioners will prepare a report on what they’ve 
learned and they will be presenting it to the govern- 
ment and to the public. “We will take the report to deci- 
sion-makers to remind them that the quality of life mat- 
ters,” says Miller. They will also be giving their report 
in my life I’d like to back to the people who talked to them in the meetings 
s so they can use it as a tool to speak up for themselves. 


her last job was work- 
ave out.” Now she’s But today, the stories in the basement of the Y are 
as for younger people the tough ones. Miller asks the group: “Look to the 
ionabout her two big future, what do you see?” 


“Some of the land- “Nothing. There is no future,” says one quiet man in 
ail box and that kind a low and bitter voice. 
Lis.” 


ality of Life Commission to 
r disadvantaged Albertans 


A George Haineault 


A Joyce Porteous 
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Four Cats and a Man Songs 


hen I reached Jaymes’ 
apartment, I was greeted 
by a gentle soft-spoken 


BY MARJORIE BENCZ 


work, he even taught wood-working 


at Winnifred Stewart School for 
a while. 

But in the last year Jaymes has 
had some bad luck. He has experi- 


eyes, and from the Joni Mitchell 
song, says Jaymes. The beautiful 
black Persian with lime green eyes 


sits peacefully on a chair while keep- 


the streets < 


ing a careful watch on me. His name 


SPARE 


An Inner City ama 


man and four cats. Jaymes said the is “Junior”. When his hand recovers 


enced two major burns and he had 


cats “are definitely my family” as he 


coached one of them to vacate her 
chair so I could have a seat. 


I looked around the sparsely 
furnished suite and took careful 
note of the interesting mixture of 
possessions in his home. Some of 
the furniture was given to him by 
friends while he was in the hospi- 
tal. A diverse range of reference 
books is displayed on a makeshift 
bookshelf. Copies of Tom Wolfe's 
The Bonfire of the Vanities and 
The Right Stuff are on the coffee 
table. Three basket arrangements 
of silk flowers and a blooming aza- 
lea adorn the room. | find myself 
staring too long at the picture of a 
ship hanging on a wall. Jaymes 


explains that it was also a gift. | may 


have been pushing my welcome 

when I said that everyone has an 
opinion when it comes to art. He 
responded with a soft laugh. 


Jaymes Robichaud was originally 
from New Brunswick, born in St. 
John, the oldest in a large Catholic 
family. He lived in Toronto before 
coming to Alberta in the mid- 
seventies. He arrived in the middle 
of the economic boom when jobs 
were plentiful. An experienced car- 
penter, he had no trouble getting 


a stroke. At one point he was hospi- 


talized for two months. He talks 
about the experiences briefly but 


he’s more comfortable talking about 
other events and more positive 


experiences in his life. 
He speaks fondly of the 


Maritimes. He reflects on the milder 


weather there, and about the water. 


Finally I must ask why he has stayed 


here. He says he has everything he 
needs and there are still more jobs 
in Alberta. 


We talk some more about the 
cats. “Blue” is a Siamese with white 
paws and blue eyes. He gets his 
name because of the colour of his 


from the burns, Jaymes would like 
to refinish that chair, he says. It 
has wooden legs and arms, a nice 
chair, but it could use refinishing. 
He will have to consult with 
Junior before he makes any 
changes, he laughs. “Grey” and 
“Fish” demand their share of 
attention, too. Each of the cats 
comes with their own special 
story and personality. 
Jaymes likes to write poetry, and 
to draw trees and buildings with 
pencils and pens. His dream is to 
write a novel. Maybe a murder 
mystery. He likes to play guitar 
and to sing. A picture of him 
payme vultar sits on the coffee 
table. Now, though the guitar will 


have to wait until his burns heal. He 


has volunteered at the Inner City 
Food Depot, and he speaks fondly 
about the generous people he has 
met there. 

At several points during my visit 
one of Jaymes’ cats sits on my lap. 


One even sits on my notebook mak- 


ing it difficult to take notes. 
However, visiting this gentle man 
and his four trusting friends was a 
very pleasant and relaxing break! 
Marjorie Bencz is executive director of 
the Edmonton Food Bank. + 


Poetry Night 


ongs of the streets and the gritty words 

$; downtown will be flowing freely at a 
poetry night coming up in January in 
Edmonton. Spare Change Newspaper and 
Edmonton’s Inner City Pastoral Ministry 
are hosting the Inner City Poetry Night 
Wednesday, January 31. “There are a lot of 
poets out there,” says Gord Poschwatta of 
Spare Change, “and they've got some pret- 
ty amazing writing happening.” 

The poetry night starting at 7:30 p.m. 


will be a relaxed, open and unrehearsed 
evening Of verse. It Wil! Be held on tt 


main floor of the Gibson Block on the 
corner of Jasper Ave. and 96 St. 


“We'll get the poets, out, no problem,” 
says Poschwatta. “We're looking for busi- 
nesses and organizations who can help by 
sponsoring some prizes, and judges, for - 
the submissions.” 

Anyone interested in helping out or 
participating can contact Gord, at 
423-2285, or Faith Brace at Inner City 
Pastoral Ministry at 424-7652. ¢ 
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this Christmas? 


cuisine 


= 6 : Lots - Meyer Antiques 
$ SA g” hasa selection of antiques perfect for you. These 
s are antiques in the true sense of the word, artifacts of 
all kinds which are more than 100 years old, gathered mainly 
from Europe. You will find collectables, paintings, furnishings, and 


much more, something special for every budget. 


OULSIANA 
Purchase 


10320 - 111 Street 420-6779 


Ports - Meyer dn liques 


10123-123 St. Edmonton 
Open Tue-Fri: 10-6, Sat: 10-5 Ph.413-0434 


When Your Home is Your Prison 


B Y RO CKY MEHE 


tan is a minimum security provincial inmate. 
He was convicted and sentenced to three 
months. But he’s not in jail. Instead of going 
to the Fort Saskatchewan Correctional Centre, 
Stan has been sent home to do his time. Stan is in 
the House Arrest program; he is a prisoner in his 
own home. 


when he is expected to be out looking for a job. 


In the past, inmates were given an allowance 
while incarcerated. The money was given to them 
upon release to enable them to survive until they 
could make connections with a support network, 
get on social assistance, or find a job. Since this 
allowance was eliminated in the government cut- 
backs, Joe was released penniless. 

For the first 
couple of days, 
Joe was given bus 
tickets to get to 
work and back, 
then he was on 
his own. He had 
no food, and had 
to walk over forty 
blocks to his 
p place of employ- 
ment. He called 
to say that if he 
couldn’t borrow 
money for the 
bus fare, he was 
going to miss 
work and turn 
himself in at the 
Remand Centre. He was not being paid for the 
community service work. 


i 


ah PRR Dy 


\ parole officer phoned Joe every night around 
§ p.m. to make sure that he was at home, and 
every couple of days someone would drop by to 
check up on him. er s- 

Larry was sentenced onne rA then with 
three months left his security rating was lowered to 
minimum and, after he found a sponsor and a resi- 
dence in Edmonton, he applied for the program 
and was accepted. There are stipulations he must 
follow too, not to associate with known criminals, 
not to drink or take drugs and not to enter any 
bars or lounges. He has the same 6 to 6 curfew and 
he must have steady employment or go to coun- 
selling through a program like one with the Alberta 
Alcohol and Drug Abuse Commission. Larry is 
sponsored by his parents and he resides at their 
home. He doesn’t have a job yet, so he is also on 
community work. < 


© Metalmark Engravings & 
6048-97 Street Edm, AB 
Cheryl ¢ 


Manufacturing 
T6E 3J4 


* Clareview Tropical Fish & Pet Supply Ltd. 
13582 Fort Road Edm, AB TSA 1CS 

130-6355 Dick @ 476-0859 

Ltd 

1B TSS 1X2 


+ B&P Trailer Repair Servic 
21104-107 Avenue Edm 
Bert Willett @ 447-5032 


è Storozuk S.H. Plumbing & Heating Ltd 
5219-124 Avenue Edm, AB 
@ 479-1803 


Planned Parenthood 


Free Pregnancy Tests 


Confidential Counselling: 


Sexuality 
Pregnancy Issues 
Birth Control 


TRANSPORTATION SYSTEMS 


Edmonton Red Deer Calgary Saskatoon 


“Working for a better tomorrow” 


RESTORE YOUR PAINT 
DON’T REPAINT YOUR CAR!! 

No more ugly dabbing, brushing or expensive repaints 

Y Paint Chip Repairs Vv Polishing 

v Scratches Y Windshield Chips 

Y Glazing 


INTRODUCTORY SPECIALS 


$5000 OFF $2500 OFF 


Paint Chip Any Paint Service 


Repair & Glaze (minimum of $100) 

Reg. from $249.00 Limited time offer. May 
Limited time offer. May not not be used with other 
be used with other offers. offers. 


6210 - 88 Street 


(1/2 block south of Argyll) 


465-3814 


Auto Appearance Centre 


ERMINESKIN TRIBAL ENTERPRISES 


P Stan has a job 

H anda family. For 

0 him house arrest 

T is “far better than 

0 being locked-up 

* all the time, and 

L forever being 

| watched by 

R guards. At least I 

D can still be with 

A aoe 
my family and 

D keep my job. 

U Without this | 

"M would have lost 

7 my job and my 

E 3 

: family would 
have had to go on nnan 
welfare.” A joe Bates on house arrest. 

It’s far from total freedom, though. He can go 
out from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. to work, but otherwise 
Stan’sat home. He must abide strictly by the pro- 
gram’‘s conditions or he forfeits his part-time free- 

„dom and would be sent to jail. 
__ They're always checking up on y 

ome visits, sometimes they come just after 6 p.m., 

orsometimes they come in the middle of the 
night. If you’re not home, or even if you don’t 
answer the door, you can be charged with being 
unlawfully at large. It’s a criminal offence. You end 
up in real jail and they usually add something like 
three months to the sentence. 

Joe is also on house arrest, but he went to jail 
first. He was sent home from a provincial jail on an 
early release program, after having completed one 
third of his sentence. Until he can find a job, he is 
required to work for the government on a commu- 
nity services job from 8 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. five days 
a week. His two days off are during the week 

Bigway Foods 
585-3000 
à Gas Bar 
585-2498 
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Ermineskin Blankets 
585-4262 


Building Supplie 
585-2165 


Panee Barns 
585-2423 


1-800-851-5605 


Auto Centre 
585-2520 
Garments & Crafts 
585-3750/1-800-263-5230 


Niwichihaw Acceptance 
585-2970 


BOX 219, HOBBEMA, ALBERTA TOC 1NO 


The tribal owned businesses take this time to wish you all a Merry Christams and the 
Best for the New Year. May the great spirit guide your every path on your journey. 
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Just When vou thought they were . 


je story thus far K Leaving been tolerable between them. 


one lover, remembering As pulled a ae ies 
ah ar jer age she W ye nat- 
another, Emily’s still rouna eT a} ain, Sne wished She AC 


Kg 


i 


T n't walked out in such a hurry. She her advice. Not like a lot of them out She hadn't even realized that the 

caught up in the grief of the past. should have packed, grabbed a pillow, there who were always trying to pus was going tO stop. It couldn't be ° 
When Emily woke up again, she found a sweater, changed into her make themselves feel good by putting Winnipeg yet of course, Dryden 

ached all over and felt chilled to the jeans, at least. Though her jeans'd her down. maybe, of Kenora. If the ticket SPARE 
pone. Worse still, the fellow she'd met seemed a little tight around the middle That was one of the things she’d office was open in Winnipeg, she'd 

outside the can had found himself a since the last time she did the laundry. appreciated the most about Jeremy. He either cash in her ticket or pick a real CHANGE 
seat practically across the aisle from Emily’ always had good reason to seemed to actually like het as she was. destination. DECEMBER 
her. He smirked self-consciously as she pe smug about her figure. “Long legs, He was a Very forgiving man t00, OF “Has that fellow been bothering 

caught his €96, and she knew he'd had shoulders and hips, thighs and . so she thought. | jow was she supposed you?” 1995 


a pretty choice view ol her as she slept. 


just like a model,” some fellow'd to know this time’d be different? If she jumped. The pus driver with 
She barely resisted giving him the once said. He'd also listed her More only he'd given her one more chance. the nice grin was standing over her. ° 
finger. Couldn’t he take a hint? Or did private charms. “Can I buy you supper, miss?” She hadn't noticed before how tall he 
she look like fair game for anybody Every man she'd known, from “Uh . .no,” she said. Caught by sut- was or that he had nice, thick, light- 
who happened along: Arnold Broken Wing to the lovet she'd prise, she'd hesitated almost 4 second coloured hair i 4 Glen ‘ ampbell cut. 
She turned her back on him, shiv- _ just left, Jeremy, had let her know she too long and he seemed about to slide “No big deal, nothing ! can't 
ered, remembered that she was cold was a good-looking W$ „man, looked into the seat beside her. handle.” 
and finally realized that her coat had half her age on a good day. So why well, I'll see how ¥ ou feel about It was a line she'd used a lot 
dropped into a crumpled heap on wasn't she good enough to keep them ? it later.” over the years, and mostly it was true, 
the floor. She dragged it back onto Why was she on her own again! just you try, bud. mostly . - - 
the seat. It was heavy, suede eather, M = > Se sete: AETA Se 
dia Maybe Jeremy was right and she She watched his back as he made well, if he gets to be a nuisance, 

one of the few really nice things she s nai f 3 com . : 

had and a | Nn Neremy last should talk to 4 shrink about it. He his way down the aisle to the front you just call on ME- sure you want to 
had andu a yre 3 7 \as j e 2 ei g à 

7 ristmas, whe n things had stil must've really felt she needed help, door. Suddenly she felt very alone and S3 here all by yourself? This is a 

Se {LU aE since he didn tn te r habit of giving g not tough at all. It'd started to get dark meal stop, YOu know. I'll have to 


«hile she was sleeping, and darkness close the door, and it'll be almost an 
or eae especially hour before WE start up again. Might 
n 


alWe 


pins +: 
when she Ci yuldn’t get het bearing fe cold: 


Emily thought about the mushy with the “tragedy” of her life. Then 
remains of het lunch somewhere in you'd have thought he'd produced 
her bag. She didn’t want to make that Aaron all by himself. 


mistake again. In her nightmares, Emily’d often re- half, with two-year-old Aaron - whom who'd done nothing but be a victim 
“You mean | can't stay?” she asked. enacted a scene: First, Marty’s kiss oN she hadn't managed to toilet train — and a drifter for most Of her life be fit 
«on, you can stay, 4 long as you're her belly and his mouth rising UP cov- unfed and in dirty diapers. to raise a child? 
sure you'll be okay.” ered in blood, as if he'd been sucking And nobody listened to het excus- | thought he would love me and 
“yl be fine,” che grinned pack the life out of her womb. Then she'd es, How can you train a toddler to ust look after me forever. 
) f d ‘ > x ‘ 

at him. 2 watch as in slow motion he took their a toilet when all you have 1s an out- She tried to hang on to the memo- 
always bluff it 0 ut, Never admit baby and placed him in the arms of house and, in winter, a pail in thecor-  ryof their first months together. Living 
you'te cared a Dorothy, his grandmother. Over and ner of the bedroom? And how do you with his parents had, of course 

route scared. : } se, 


over, she watched Martin jrs mother 


feed a child when you re prostrate with changed all that. He'd lost interest in 


“Okay then, but don’t forget You disappear into the shadow with Aaron grief and there’s no food in the house? peinga nero by the time Aaron was 
can call on me. in her arms and Marty following, but it took Martin jr. coming back to porn. Emily’ become the stranger in 
Emily felt good that he'd checked not before he gave Emily another ten- the shack to scream insults at het and their house. For a long time, she was 
up on het - protected, like Jeremy used — der, grateful kiss. her turning her back and refusing to too pesotted to know what was hap- 
to make het feel. In reality, it took longer than a talk to any of them. pening. Once he'd loved her for what 
But it wasn’t Jeremy she fell bac kto shad yw-tinted moment in her dreams It took a court case and cross-exam- he called het earthiness; NOW he was 
thinking about. jt was Marty getting for Marty to disappeat and take Aaron inations. He used everything he knew scornful of everything about het. 
into het thoughts again, Marty who with him. It took him tiring of the about her, all her secret confidences — Then they went pack to their ram- 
never let het feel good about herself grime of their daily existence - not any even the way they'd met - against het. shackle house beside the highway, the 
for long. kind of life tor à hero - and leaving het She hung her head and c yuldn’t look one he'd bought on principle out of 
Like about the baby. for a short alone with the baby and no food in at the man she'd called her man. She Martin St’s blood money. When he'd 
time, he'd allowed her to play a part, that miserable shack. was ashamed and betrayed and bragged they were “going pack to 
and they were 4 kind of family. Then it took her lying grieving for him, ashamed of being betrayed. Het people nature”. But it was already too late. 
he got pored, just as he'd gotten bored not jeaving her ped for a day and a didn’t look in the eyes of those who'd | thought he'd be with me forever, 
betrayed them. and he tore My heart out instead. % 


Besides, she believed the verdict. 
She wasn't fit. How could a woman 


(End of installment four — to be continued) 


_wewe'Te being prepared for something. 
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; humans, not brownies. The reason... 
iene the Santa in the mall had a band- 


SPARE 


CHANGE 


B- Y 


was walking by some Christmas 

displays this morning when | 

started thinking about aliens from 
outer space. Aliens are everywhere. 
Perhaps among us, perhaps not. But 
they certainly are all over the 
airwaves and in-print. Maybe 


It zeminds me of when my parents 
were preparing me to find out that 
(here is no sahla Claus. Lb Was subue. 
One year, Santa’s helpers became 


aid Over*his nose was because, mother 
admitted, he was just a guy at work. 
That also explained why the elves had 
bloodshot eyes and bad breath. 


So, one day at school, rather calmly 
and without sentiment, Jimmy 
Farnsworth informed me that there 
was no Santa Claus. And that was it. It 
made sense. A man that fat could not 
possibly go up and down the chimney 
just by touching his nose. And why did mother 
and I look through the Sears catalogue for items 
being made by a roomful of elves at the North 
Pole? Besides, I’d long suspected that it was 
probably not Santa in the basement cursing the 
assembly of the GI Joe Action Terrain Set. 


Truly, I took the Santa news well. Just as I’ll 
probably take the news well when we finally 
find out FOR SURE that there are aliens. I’ve 
been well-prepared historically, and positively 
sold on the idea recently. 

(Actually, the Santa myth is disturbingly simi- 
lar to the Alien myth. He comes into our homes, 
from above, while we’re sleeping, we don’t 


DECEMBER remember him being there...) 


1995 


The alleged alien autopsy, so thoroughly 
debated and discussed, despite the corny Riker 
parts, is the latest in our recent PR pillow of oth- 
erworldly information. We have long been com- 
forted by the Star Trek myth (mostly white, 
tough yet moral, sexy), and so the marketing 
strategy of marrying the Shatneresque Number 
One with the very familiar sex-less, bug-eyed, 


om 
=— 
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We are lucky that the aliens choose instead to 
use their intergalactic Spirographs on our crops. 
It could be their way of saying, “We’re on our 


K u¥ Cc. OY 


ALIENS 


bum-head alien is a perfect cushion for 
our minds while we wait for the aliens 


to show themselves. 


CROP CIRCLES 


Sparky is definitely in the space camp 
that believes crop circles are alien art. 
Taking it a step further, however, I'll 

say that I reckon them to actually be 


alien graffiti 


M Dase 


side of the moon, just if there is, and if 
these foreign scouts are spend- 
ing all of their time dodging 
around the earth at night, then why 


JLZ NA ING 
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wouldn’t they, like countless other 


adventurers that explore the unknown 


here on earth, leave their mark on 


large available surfaces? 


Be thankful that our crops aren’t 
defaced with things like “Grektok was 
here” or “Cleesel Pau loves Pryglygh 


4-EVER!” or “Ozzie Rules,” because 


they've probably heard of him. 


way, and we're psychedelic, baby, have the 


bongs out and the Hendrix cranked.” 


Merry Christmas, Jimmy Farnworth, the 


aliens are 


coming. 


CHRISTMAS STORY 


If Christmas is about giving and receiving, 
then the fellow who wrote this column before 


me, Kaz, must be having a great Christmas. 


Kaz gave up his brief stab at journalism this 
month after having received some fine advice 


from some well-placed friends. 


Kaz’s Christmas gifts to himself last year, a 
few thousand $1.00 shares of MultiCorp, have 
developed into a Christmas windfall this year at 
$8.00 a share. Yes, Alberta, there is a Santa Klein. 


Happy Holidays, everyone. Until next time, 


Sparky. + 


Checkpoint 


Spermie AUTO SERVIE FROME 


Groat Road Service (1976) Ltd. 
10704 Groat Road 
Edmonton, Alberta 

TSM 3J8 


“We want you to come back” 


Bob Hamblin 


Manager 


You can always talk to us. We're here to listen, 


24 hours a day. 


About everyday problems or major crises. 


Caring, compassionate, and totally confidential. 


We're in your corner. 
“24 HOUR DISTRESS LINE” 


482-HELP (4390). 


ELEMONATORS 


Will Check Your Vehicie On Site! 


BEFORE YOU BUY?! 


Basic - "49." 


ELEMONATOR - "89.7 


* We Also Provide 
Insurance Inspections 


Performed by a Licenced Mechanic 
From a Fully Equipped Mobile Unit. 


7 Days a Week * 9am to 8pm 


Phone 448-1313 


Safan Gallery 


Looking for unique art to 


compliment your decor? 

Then you should make the drive to Staffan 

Gallery in Willingdon 

There you'll discover the southwestern- 

inspired ceramics created by Julie Gawryliuk, 

who has been involved in ceramics for 26 

: years and a certified teacher for the past 18 
: add Gawryliuk’s collection of decorative vases 

reflects her fascination with the scenery and 
local colour of Arizona. The vases feature scenes that are hand-drawn arid hand- 
etched, then painted and accented with 22 karat gold. 
To go with the southwestem look the gallery offers ceramic accent pieces including 
cattle and buffalo skulls, lizards, snakes and large cacti. 
In addition, Staffan Gallery has the Canadian Heritage Collection, a line which 
features Canadian scenes, also accented with 22 karat gold. The collection now 
includes eight pieces and a new one is added every six months or so 
These fine ceramics are available by special order in any desired colour In both 
collections the middie to larger pieces are all signed and numbered and a certificate 


Is this a President 
worth watching? 


focus on power and backroom lobbying -as well SPARE 
as the relationships that go along with the polit- 


BY DEANNA DOUGLAS 


of authenticity is provided. Lay-away is available. here have been a lot of movies made in SS ee ; z ; CHANGE 
; Te i ical game - keeps it engaging. Of course, the cur- 
R R #1 See our booth at the = ena us s Sone nee rent fascination with the details of a candidate’s DECEMBER 
ee | E ag St Anthony Hopkins take on one ay hae 
WONG AK STUS 9 Mill Woods T. Centre Mall es b Eee nd O ET \ iC; adi: profound impact on the couple. But ultimately, > 
Julie Gawryliuk Artist : S IOWO LONTE MA ATIVE OCTO SUC CHE-O! Ue Year ang ana Ona nesaminnce serves the issues, rather than the . 


usually pay a certain amount of attention as 


artstream 


Are you making art? 
18 or older? 


Did not finish high school? 


artstream an opportunity 


to complete a degree or diploma in the visual arts 


Portfolio Not Ready? 
Art Workshop Will Travel 


Professional artists available to provide 
how to develop your art portfolio for admission to the 
College. Call Today! We can bring art workshops to 


your location. 


403-284-7678 or 1-800-251-8290 


Alberta College of Art & Design 
1407 - 14 Avenue NW 
Calgary, Alberta. 
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they follow 
the plots and 
gloss over the 
politics and 
obligatory 
patriotism. 
rhe latest 
film, “The 
American 
President”, 
has a plot 
worth follow- 


ing. But,.most. 
importantly 
e DOUNCS 


interesting — 
and even 
potentially 
informative. 
In some 
respects “The 
American 
President” 
picks up and 
improves on 


other way around. 


THE 


p 


AMERICAN 


n ee 


It also might 
help renew a 
bit more 
belief in our 
seemingly 
dysfunctional 
Canadian 
power struc- 
ture. The way 
in which the 
American Sys- 


_ tem leaves 


issues like 
environmen- 
tal protec- 
tion, crime, 
and gun con- 
trol to the 
petty bargain- 
ing-of aides, 
individual 
congressmen, 
and profes- 


sional power 
brokers, is 
scary, to say 


“Dave” (Kevin 
Kline, 


PRESIDENT 


Sigourney | 
Weaver). the least. As 
Michael Canadians, 


we are often 
unaware of 
the realities 


Douglas plays 
the part of 


A Sime For Joy 


7 Pa Democratic : 
e of Sime For Prace. DE President of U.S. poli- 
Shepherd, MARTIN SHEEN MICHAEL J. FOX ne The 
7 Y por J ing American 
He She Staff Y lanagement of struggling to President” 


balance his 

mandate’s legislative goals against the battle for 
poll points as his first term draws to.a close. 
Annette Bening is a feisty environmental lobby- 
ist working hard to push through a bill that sig- 
nificantly reduces fossil fuel emissions. As their 
relationship heats up, so does the battle for con- 
gressional votes - and the two plot lines become 
irrevocably intertwined. 


gives us a glimpse, and some of it is not overly 
complemintary. 


ia ngde ni Aids Je Daily Living Pd. Extend 
Our Best Wishes Fo You. Our Hope Sor 
You ts Happiness and Good Health 


Between the talents of Douglas, Bening, and 
Martin Sheen, the acting can’t help but boost 
any film. It’s got real romantic chemistry and 
some great cracks at the reactionary right. 
Whether or not you decide it’s your kind of 
movie, I would like to leave you with one 
thought presented to the press by President 
Shepherd: We should not fear our problems and 
blame others for them. Rather, we need to 
acknowledge them and look for compassionate 
solutions. + 


tn the Coming Year. 
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= ee AIDS TO DAILY LIVING 

Ol 15819 Stony Plain Road, Edmonton T5P 327 
(403) 483-1762 1-800-252-9368 


Proudly Providing Home Health Care Supplies Since 1970 


The romance-laden trailers for “The American 
President” may scare some people off, but I chal- 
lenge those of you who feel that way to recon- 
sider your decision. While this film certainly 
doesn’t break any new ideological ground, its 


»œ Puzzle 23 
i i C eee mes answers will 
be published 


A C ROS S BY SUSAN ANDREWS D O W N in the 


a ; anuar 
I Mountain lion (4) To steal (5) aie of 
} 3 Fencing sword (4) Illuminated by celestial body (4,3) Spare 
6 Infatuation (5) Test by experimenting (7) Change. 


I0 Oily fruit (7) 
Il Rubbery material, 
once made from bones (7) 


Seen over the heads 
of religious figures (5) 


13 Has equal osmotic pressure (8) 
I5 Flying mammal’s appendage (3,4) 
16 To wash, ie clothing or money (7) 
18 A wimpy man (4,3) 

2I Rider’s foot support (7) 

23 Mixed with grey (8) 

25 Roof overhangs (5) 

28 To salivate messily (7) 

29 Sheens (7) 


Large string instrument (5) 
Not tested (7) 


Measurement unit for 
horse’s height (4) 


mjofo|s|E pum MP lel |T 
9 What MDs try to avoid! (8) Rotor Hott 


I 
2 
4 
5 Popular Chinese delicacy (3,4) 
6 
7 
8 


— 
N 


Answers to November Crossword #22 


14 Handle (4) IDENTI |S|T|R|Y EC ORGJI 


I5 Failure, sometimes explosive (4) EaRBRABOA uG 
3 P CRJE 
I7 Everything around us is part of it (8) i z Ez 


19 Tool used to draw fat 


through meat (7) i i | = 
20 Traveller in foreign lands (7) 
21 Readied a horsefor riding (7) = Ba = 


30 Girl's name (5) 22 Worshiped (7) H E HE g = 

31 Method (4) 24 Striped African animal (5) 

32 24-hour period 26 Actress Spacek (5) a = Be | a 
makes up this (1,3) 27 Seconda) E | | | 
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Vo You smeri 
ANY THING 


SOMEONE MOVEO So 
IN: Lye NOT Sethe 


TEY HEARO OR SEEN) 
SS 


EXTERMINATOR | 
TO Se 


Some PEOPLE michr 
THINK I'm pomFcy 


HOWEVER IM 
EMPLOYED A5 A 


PEOPLE PERSON, PEOPLE DIE 


DECOMPOSE, 
> 
SPARE > 
CHANGE GET A LITTLE OLDER 
wewer [I had a = | A crazy and left boxes AND “Poor YOUR DEAD. 
~- truly terrifying == -fat man broke that I am still 
experience. SS y\into my house afraid ft touch 
; 3 
w 


and flew off- 
They call ME 
weird: 


on a dream sponsored by Air 
Canada and several Alberta corpora- 
tions. The Dreams Take Flight program 
took the children to the once-in-a-life- 
time adventure. The children were 
picked from a variety of programs like 
Uncles At Large, Boys and Girls Club, 
and from all over Alberta. Brian Emsley 
of Bissell Centre in Edmonton was 
teamed up with six kids from the youth 
program at Bissell. Together with Ken 
Lees they picked 12 children they 
thought could really benefit from the 
trip, took them down to the Hilton 
Hotel to get registered and ID'd. Then 
they had them all for a sleepover; they 
had to get up at six the next morning to 
catch the flight to the LAX. 

In California the whole crew got on 
buses that whisked them right to 
Disneyland where they spent the whole 
day enjoying the sights, the rides, eating 
lunch and buying souvenirs with the 
spending money provided. 

“The kids loved it, they were awed 
by the place itself, it was incredible,” 
says Brian. Once you get in the gate 
you line up for any rides you want. 
They met the personalities, did the 
whole thing, got back on the bus, the 
plane and came home. + 


A street newspapet.... 
l What a concept! 


What do you think about Spare Change? 

You're reading Prairie Canada’s only street-sold 
newspaper. We hope you find it interesting and 
enjoyable, at least interesting enough to buy it 


enjoyable and viable just by telling us what you 
think of the paper and a little about yourself. 
Send us in this short questionnaire... Please. 


] What is your favourite part 
of the newspaper? 


i 2 


What would you change about 
the newspaper? 


again. You can help us make Spare Change more 


ver 130 disadvantaged children > I 
few offto Disneyland recently AUP Canadas Dreams Take Fl 


makes a one day adventure 


What do you read most 
thoroughly in the news- 
paper? Please check one: 


3 What do you 
~ look for first in 
the newspaper 


Short items on page 2, 3 and 4 
Vendor profile & people stories 
Editorial page and letters 
Feature articles in the centre 
Columns 

Cartoons 

Reviews and Entertainment 


Oooooco 
(aj aj nj ajaj nja 


For the following questions simply check 
AGREE or DISAGREE 


Spare Change stories and coverage fair and even-handed. 


4 4 AGREE 
J 


DISAGREE 
Spare Change is obviously politically biased. 


5 O AGREE 
3 DISAGREE 


Spare Change should have more articles about how badly 
society treats poor people. 


6 1 AGREE 
Q 


DISAGREE 
Most people on welfare don’t really need to be helped that 
much. 


7 4 AGREE 

4 DISAGREE 
It’s important every family have both a mother and 
father living together. 


8 J AGREE 
J 


DISAGREE 
Please tell us a bit about yourself? 


9 3 

B 
10 J 0-25 years 
4 25-50 years 


3 50+ years 


male 
female 


ight ENN 


SPARE 


CHANGE 


DECEMBE 


1995 


A Above, 
Candace 
with Goofy. 


a grade 12 graduate 
a college graduate 

a university graduate 
other 


1] 


living cheque to cheque 
enough income to save a bit 
income is not a concern 


12 


We LOVE to hear from you. Take a minute to 
fill out our questionnaire. Tear it out and mail it 
back to us at: 

Spare Change Newspaper 

10527-96 Street 

Edmonton, Alberta 

TSH 2H6 

Or you can fax it to us in Edmonton at 
429-7908 or in Calgary at 221-8791. 
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Rocky Mountains’ Finest, Fresh, Fragrant 24" Wreath 


* Balsam * 


Cedar Æ% Juniper 


Gift Wrapped with Personalized Card and Delivered 


Including GST All for $39.99 


* Proceeds go to support programs at Calgary Urban Project Society (CUPS). 


CALGARY URGAN 
LcuPrPS 


